The elective experience: student choice in nurse education.
This article highlights the importance of choice in nurse education. It is suggested that for too long nurse education has ignored specialties such as forensic or child and adolescent mental health, and points to the elective placement as an invaluable, rich and rewarding learning experience. Through a process of negotiation involving the learner, the tutor and clinical staff, student nurses are empowered to take responsibility for their education and make choices for themselves. The elective placement is a time to consolidate knowledge, develop practice and reflect personal agendas within the nursing curriculum. Since nursing requires practitioners to be able to make decisions, solve problems and act autonomously, choice in education is crucial. This is in keeping with what nursing strives for, i.e. empowering others to take responsibility and make choices for themselves.